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                                Letter From The Secretary General 

 

 

 

Principled Attendants and Associate Advisors, 

  

I would like to begin by welcoming you all to the fifth annual session of YCMUN. 

After attending many conferences and developing a new perspective upon global issues, it is 

my sheer honor to represent Yüce College as the Secretary-General of YCMUN’19. We are 

proud to host fellow participants in the capital city of Turkey, Ankara. 

 

I cannot stress enough, the hard work put in by the members of both the academic and 

organization team. Throughout the process of making this conference happen, I have gotten 

to know many people that I can proudly call family. Personally, I see Model United Nations 

conferences as not only to improve academic success but also as way to gather under one roof 

with others to create sincerity. The MUN conferences that I have attended have truly shown 

me how a person that you have met for the first time in your life can become someone that is 

sincere by the end of the conference. Developing new friendships and gaining people that are 

sincere to you is a factor that I would be honored to reflect upon participants.  

  

We believe the conference my team and I have taken upon ourselves to organize, is 

bound to host newcomers to the MUN community. I also personally believe that this 

conference can be a well-taken opportunity to develop your MUN career while you also have 

the greatest four days of your life. Even if you are a first-timer or a highly experienced 

participant, I guarantee that you feel at home throughout the duration of YCMUN’19. I am 

pleased to invite you all to our conference to become members of our family!  

 

                                                  

                                             

                                                                                                                                                      

                               Sincere Regards, 

                                                                                                                                                      

                               Ulaş Güler 

                                                                                                                                                      

                               Secretary General 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Letter from Under-Secretary General 

 

 

 

Dear Participants, 

 

My name is Alper Sağtaş and I will be serving as your responsible Under-Secretary 

General for JCC: The Dissolution of Yugoslavia. I am from Antalya and I currently study in 

Istek Konyaaltı Science High School as a 10th grade student.  

 

As you all know, Dissolution of Yugoslavia is an important milestone in world 

history. I’ve not given all the details of the issue because what I want from you to do in the 

committee, is to re-create the dissolution. Keep in mind that the states that you will be 

representing have yet to be separated from Yugoslavia. So, you will have to make decisions 

and alliances with other states in order to foreshadow the next step. The flow of the 

committee is up to your creativity. You do not have to make decisions based on real events. 

For example, you can even join forces with some other states to form a new country. Our 

committee will be starting from the Ten-Day War, Independence War of Slovenia, which I 

mentioned in the guide. You will determine the occurrence of break up processes of other 

Yugoslav countries. The delegates that represent these Yugoslav states should be aiming to 

pursue the truest policy to gain their independence. That’s why I only gave the first steps of 

the dissolution as an example. I recommend you all to read this study guide carefully and 

hold a view for the topic. It is highly important to pay attention to the conflicts before the 

break up. As I mentioned,  you are the ones to deal with the dissolution. 

 

 Since this committee is a crisis committee, the procedure involves more ways of 

action. Writing directives and creating war plans will be the key to advancing in the 

committee. In order to be aware of the extra rules of procedure, please read the document 

uploaded on the website as “CRISIS ROP”. The whole procedure will be explained on the 

first day so each delegate gets an understanding of how to proceed. 

 

These upcoming four days will be one of your best. As I mentioned above, you will 

rewrite the history on your own and it will be an unforgettable experience for you.  

 

If you have any questions regarding anything about this conference you can contact 

me via: 

sagtasalper@gmail.com 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Alper Sağtaş 

Under-Secretary General 

mailto:sagtasalper@gmail.com


 

Introduction 

 

Kingdom of Yugoslavia was formed in 1918 immediately after World War I as the Kingdom 

of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes by union of the State of Slovenes, Croats and Serbs and the 

Kingdom of Serbia. It was commonly referred to at the time as the "Versailles state". Later, 

the government renamed the country, leading to the first official use of Yugoslavia in 1929. 

 

During World War II, the Kingdom of Yugoslavia was occupied by the German Nazis and 

the Facist Italians. After the allied victory in WWII, Yugoslavia was re-established. This time 

it was a social state called, “The Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia”. This social state 

included six different republics. Macedonia, Serbia, Slovenia, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 

Montenegro, and Croatia.  

 

The formation of Yugoslavia insisted on six different ethnic groups which caused tensions 

between them. The first president, Joseph Tito, kept these tensions under control; sometimes 

by force. After the death of Tito the country’s collapse was foreshadowed. Since communism 

was at fall, nationalism started to peak. The Dissolution of Yugoslavia occurred as a result of 

a series of political upheavals and conflicts during the early 1990s. After a period of political 

and economic crisis in the 1980s, constituent republics of the Socialist Federal Republic of 

Yugoslavia split apart, but the unresolved issues caused bitter inter-ethnic Yugoslav wars. 

The wars primarily affected Bosnia and Herzegovina, neighbouring parts of Croatia and some 

years later, Kosovo. 

Which present day countries was once a part of Yugoslavia? 

Yugoslavia was a state formed in 1918 that composed to six socialist republics before 

breaking off. 

 

 



When Yugoslavia was dissolved in the early 1990s, it broke off into the following countries 

that we recognize today: 

 

● Bosnia and Herzegovina 

● Croatia 

● Macedonia 

● Montenegro 

● Serbia 

● Slovenia 

 

 

 

 

Background of the dissolution 

 

The varied reasons for the country’s breakup ranged from the cultural and religious divisions 

between the ethnic groups making up the nation, to the memories of WWII atrocities 

committed by all sides, to centrifugal nationalist forces. However, a series of major political 

events served as the catalyst for exacerbating inherent tensions in the Yugoslav republic. 

Following the death of Tito in 1980, provisions of the 1974 constitution provided for the 

effective devolution of all real power away from the federal government to the republics and 

autonomous provinces in Serbia by establishing a collective presidency of the eight 

provincial representatives and a federal government with little control over economic, 

cultural, and political policy. External factors also had a significant impact. The collapse of  

 



communism in Eastern Europe in 1989, the unification of Germany one year later, and the 

imminent collapse of the Soviet Union all served to erode Yugoslavia’s political stability. As 

Eastern European states moved away from communist government and toward free elections 

and market economies, the West’s attention focused away from Yugoslavia and undermined 

the extensive economic and financial support necessary to preserve a Yugoslav economy 

already close to collapse. The absence of a Soviet threat to the integrity and unity of 

Yugoslavia and its constituent parts meant that a powerful incentive for unity and cooperation 

was removed. 

 

The ongoing effects of democratization in Eastern Europe were felt throughout Yugoslavia. 

As Milosevic worked to consolidate power in Serbia, elections in Slovenia and Croatia in 

1990 gave non-communist parties control of the state legislatures and governments. 

 

 

Economy Of The Socialist Federal Republic Of Yugoslavia 

 

Despite common origins, the economy of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia 

(SFRY) was significantly different from the economies of the Soviet Union and other Eastern 

European socialist states, especially after the Yugoslav-Soviet break-up in 1948. The 

occupation and liberation struggle in World War II left Yugoslavia's infrastructure 

devastated. Even the most developed parts of the country were largely rural and the little 

industry of the country was largely damaged or destroyed. 

 

In the 1980s the Yugoslav economy entered a period of continuous crisis. Between 1979 and 

1985 the Yugoslav dinar plunged from 15 to 1,370 to the U.S. dollar, half of the income from 

exports was used to service the debt, while real net personal income declined by 19.5%. 

Unemployment rose to 1.3 million job-seekers, and internal debt was estimated at $40 billion. 



 

 

Figure: Rise and fall of the market socialism in SFR Yugoslavia 

 

 

 

League of Communists of Yugoslavia 

 

The League of Communists of Yugoslavia, known until 1952 as the Communist Party of 

Yugoslavia, was the founding and ruling party of SFR Yugoslavia. It was formed in 1919 as 

the main communist opposition party in the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes and after 

its initial successes in the elections, it was proscribed by the royal government and was at 

times harshly and violently suppressed. It remained an illegal underground group until World 

War II when, after the Invasion of Yugoslavia in 1941, the military arm of the party, the 

Yugoslav Partisans, became embroiled in a bloody civil war and defeated the Axis powers 

and their local auxiliaries. After the liberation from foreign occupation in 1945, the party 

consolidated its power and established a single-party state, which existed until the 1990 

breakup of Yugoslavia.  

 

 

 

 



Serbia had effectively created a voting bloc, having 4 of the 8 votes. The other Yugoslav 

republics, especially Slovenia criticised these actions. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Ethnic Groups In Yugoslavia 

 

The people known as Serbs, Bosnian Muslims, and Croats belong to three distinct ethnic 

groups. All three speak their own dialect of the Serbo-Croatian language. Originally farmers, 

after World War II Serbs increasingly migrated to cities where they became wage earners. 

Serbs are strongly influenced by Eastern European culture. Their religion is Eastern 

Orthodox. 

 

Bosnian Muslims, sometimes referred to as Turks, were originally ethnically the same as 

Serbs, but converted to the Muslim religion in the fifteenth century. Bosnian Muslims live 

mostly in cities and are professionals, business owners, and government workers. 

 

Croats are predominantly rural farmers, but many live in cities of southern Croatia. Croats are 

strongly influenced by the Western European culture in literature, art, science, and education. 

They are geographically located near the Italian cities of Genoa and Venice. Croatian culture 

reflects Italian culture. Croats are Roman Catholic. 

 

The need for police action in Kosovo and the resulting rising costs for that action paid by the 

citizens of Slovenia and Croatia created resentment. Slovenia became the center of non-

Communist political groups. They campaigned for nuclear disarmament of the world's 

superpowers, feminism (a belief in the social equality of women), and rights for minority 

groups. Slovenian politicians blamed Serbs for standing in the way of political and economic 

reform. Moderate Communist leaders tried to lessen the tension between Serbs and Slovenes. 

 

Into the growing chaos and tension stepped Slobodan Milosevic, an ambitious Communist 

party activist. A Serb, Milosevic emerged as Serbia's leader in 1989 and began pushing to 

expand Serbia's borders wherever Serbs lived. Milosevic began to violently enforce his dream 

of a greater Serbia. First focusing within  

Serbia, he used the Albanian conflicts in Kosovo and the grievances of the Serbs as excuses 

to remove the former supporters of Tito from the Serbian Communist Party. He assumed its 

top leadership position. Milosevic persuaded many that Serbs had been the victims of 

discrimination at the hands of the Tito supporters and that the time had come to assert control 

over Kosovo and Vojvodina, the northernmost province of Serbia. In 1989, Milosevic and his  

supporters crafted a new Serbian constitution that eliminated any autonomy correleated with 

Kosovo and Vojvodina.. 

https://www.encyclopedia.com/social-sciences-and-law/political-science-and-government/international-affairs-diplomacy/nuclear


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Initial Breakup Process 

 

Slovenia was the first to declare “sovereignty” in 1990, issuing a parliamentary declaration 

that Slovenian law took precedence over Yugoslav law. Croatia followed in May, and in 

August, the Yugoslav republic of Bosnia-Herzegovina also declared itself sovereign. 

Slovenia and Croatia began a concerted effort to transform Yugoslavia from a federal state to 

a confederation. 

 

With the administration of George H. W. Bush focused primarily on the Soviet Union, 

Germany, and the crisis in the Persian Gulf, Yugoslavia had lost the geostrategic importance 

it enjoyed during the Cold War. While Washington attempted during the summer of 1990 to 

marshal some limited coordination with its Western allies in case the Yugoslav crisis turned 

bloody, Western European governments maintained a wait-and-see attitude. At the same 

time, inter-republic relations in Yugoslavia spiraled out of control. Slovenia overwhelmingly 

voted for independence in December 1990. A Croatian referendum in May 1991 also 

supported full independence. Secretary of State James Baker traveled to Belgrade to meet  

with Yugoslav leaders and urge a political solution to no avail. Slovenia and Croatia both 

declared formal independence on June 25, 1991. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ten-Day War 

 

The Ten-Day War, or the Slovenian Independence War was a brief conflict that followed 

the Slovenian declaration of independence on 25 June 1991 It was fought between the 

Slovenian Territorial Defence and the Serbian-dominated Yugoslav People's Army (JNA). It 

lasted from 27 June 1991 until 7 July 1991, when the Brioni Accords were signed. It marked 

the beginning of the Yugoslav Wars. 

 

The Ten-Day War was formally ended with the Brioni Accord, signed on the Croatian Brijuni 

Islands. Slovenian and Croatian independence were agreed to. The terms were distinctly 

favourable to Slovenia; it was agreed that Slovenia and Croatia would postpone their 

independence for three months—which in practical terms had little real impact—and the 

Slovenian police and armed forces (Slovenian Territorial Defence) were recognised as 

sovereign on their territory. 

 

It was agreed that all Yugoslav military units would leave Slovenia, with the Yugoslav 

government setting a deadline of the end of October to complete the process. The withdrawal 

began about ten days later and was completed by 26 October. 
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